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Traces of Memory: A Contemporary Look at the Jewish Past in Poland

With enormous creativity and vitality, Jewish civilization developed in Poland over a period of about 1,000 years. It was
the largest Jewish community in the world until the 1920s— but a short time later it was brutally destroyed during the
Holocaust. The long Jewish past in Poland has become overshadowed by images of Auschwitz and the genocide. But if we
are fully to understand the Jewish past here we need to place another set of images alongside those: the traces of memory
that are to be found in the towns and villages where Jewish life once flourished. Many of those traces, once almost lost
forever, aretoday being memorialized.

This is not a historical exhibition. The intention has been to try to piece together a picture of some of these fragments
of Jewish life and culture that can still be seen today, and to describe and interpret these traces in a manner that will be
informative, accessible, and thought-provoking.
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